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‘Everything you do should be worthy, of great merit,  character and value.’
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HeadteacHer’s Welcome

‘Everything you do should be worthy,            of great merit, character and value.’

Last week my assembly was on Billy Monger, an inspirational young man. Billy, is a successful young 
British driver with race winning success in the Ginetta Junior and British F4 races. Billy Monger’s 
life changed forever on 16th April 2017. After making contact with an unsighted, stationary car 

at over 120mph during a British F4 race at Donington Park circuit, Billy was left with life-changing 
injuries and received amputations to both legs. 

Despite the huge personal challenges that lay ahead, Billy’s passion drove him to, not only challenge 
the sport’s governing body to allow someone with his injuries to race cars, but also led him to recover 
his physical fitness, build a specialist car so he could race again, whilst also trying to adapt to life 

changing injuries.

Through all of this though, his kindness and character shone through, alongside his determination to overcome 
any barrier that faced him, so he could race. This is probably best illustrated when his surgeon who had amputated 
his legs while Billy was unconscious following the accident, went to speak to Billy clearly upset and found himself 
reassured as the young man reached over to place his hand on the arm of his surgeon, to let him know that he knew 
and not to worry. 

This is not a story about an accident or a young man who had life changing injuries following a crash, it is about how 
those events brought to the fore his character and how he showed others, who he truly is. The story is one that 
focuses on character and how one young man demonstrated quite exceptional qualities at a time when he was at 
his greatest need. 

It also, for me, illustrates how being respectful and considerate to others and showing empathy, is an important 
part of being part of a community. Our kindness, toleration and respect for individuals and other cultures is due to 
our understanding. An ability to see the other person’s perspective and to understand their words and actions. In 
showing kindness to others we build bridges rather than walls and through communication we become better able 
to understand, how our actions and words impact upon others. 

In a car specially modified by Carlin, who volunteered to help Billy, he made his return to racing in March, 2018, in 
the British F3 Championship, a series that has fostered drivers such as Aryton Senna, Jean-Eric Vergne and Daniel 
Ricciardo. In this vehicle, with its many adaptations, Billy learned to drive again, relearning skills from scratch, in the 

hope that he would once again race. 

Continued on page 3

Mr J Britton
HeadteacHer



Immunisations - Year 8 and 9 Girls - 
Monday 28th January

Please be reminded that during the 
morning of Monday 28th January 2019, 

the Humber NHS Foundation Trust 
nursing team will be in school to HPV 
vaccinate Year 8 girls and administer 

HPV boosters to Year 9 girls.    The 
children whose parents have returned 
a consent form (or in the case of Year 9 
girls, given prior consent) will be given 

a specific time to attend during the 
school day, and will return to lessons 

immediately after the vaccination.   
Please be reassured that if you have 
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Year 8
evie brOOks                                                                                                           

ZacharY bean                                                                                          
                                              

 

Year 9 
sOphia hObsOn                                                                                                   
ethan harrage                                                                                                                   
bOnnie McLean                                                                                                                          
LiaM waggOtt                                                      

Year 10
                                                                                            

saM schOFieLd                                                        
Laura cirstea                                                                      

Year 11                                          
carLY pringLe                                                                                                                           

chLOe MccuLLOch
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care cO-OrdinatOrs

Mrs r Bourne

sixtH ForM

07790 351276

Mrs K Milne

attendance

07980 702715

Mrs c WrigHt

 
upper scHool

07790 351281

Mr s ButcHer

loWer scHool

07790 351283

Continued from page 2

"It just shows you when a tragic event like this happens how people pull together. I have still got a few years in me for sure 
so I want to prove how much you can do even with something like this."  (Billy Monger).

Taking part in the first qualifying session of the season, less than a year after his horrific accident, Billy placed his 
Carlin British F3 car fifth on the grid. Billy went on to finish an incredible third and walked onto the podium.
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Immunisations - Year 8 and 9 Girls - Monday 28th January
Please be reminded that during the morning of Monday 28th January 2019, the Humber 
NHS Foundation Trust nursing team will be in school to HPV vaccinate Year 8 girls and 

administer HPV boosters to Year 9 girls.    The children whose parents have returned a con-
sent form (or in the case of Year 9 girls, given prior consent) will be given a specific time to 
attend during the school day, and will return to lessons immediately after the vaccination.   

Please be reassured that if you have not consented (or in the case of Year 9, given prior 
consent), your child will not be vaccinated.    Girls should wear short-sleeved, or loose-

sleeved, school shirts to enable the process to be conducted swiftly.   

iMMunisatiOns - Year 8 and 9 girLs 
MOndaY 28th JanuarY

Please be reminded that during the morning of Monday 
28th January 2019, the Humber NHS Foundation Trust 
nursing team will be in school to HPV vaccinate Year 8 girls 
and administer HPV boosters to Year 9 girls. 

The children whose parents have returned a consent form 
(or in the case of Year 9 girls, given prior consent) will be 
given a specific time to attend during the school day, and 
will return to lessons immediately after the vaccination. 

Please be reassured that if you have not consented (or in the 
case of Year 9, given prior consent), your child will not be 
vaccinated. 

Girls should wear short-sleeved, or loose-sleeved, school 
shirts to enable the process to be conducted swiftly.   



www.woldgate.netIssue 158

The start of a new term and new year is always a great time 
to take stock of our aims, habits and routines and to try 
to improve them where possible.  At Woldgate School, we 

encourage our pupils to regularly review their own academic 
performance and organisation, and to identify where and how 
they can make improvements.  Form Tutors and subject teachers 
can assist by suggesting good approaches, habits and routines 
to ensure pupils maintain the improvements over weeks and 
months.

On Monday, our Year 7 pupils took part in their first ‘Progress Interview’.  
Each Year 7 pupil had an interview with their Form Tutor or Mrs Geary, during 
which they discussed their progress in each subject and chose targets to work 
towards in the coming term.  In addition, each pupil chose one ‘Skill for Life’ 
to focus on developing, such as ‘teamwork’ or ‘Resilience’.  The interview is 
an invaluable opportunity for our pupils to discuss their progress in lessons, 
and to work with their Form Tutor to ensure they maintain good habits and 
achieve their potential across all their subjects.

Parents also play a vital role in helping pupils to develop and maintain excellent 
habits and routines.  The pupils who make the most progress invariably are 
those that regularly discuss their lessons and learning with parents each 
evening.  They also explain and show their homework to their parents, which 
helps them to develop and consolidate their own understanding.  

Successful pupils have somewhere at home where they can complete their 
homework with plenty of space for books and equipment, and free from 
distractions.  The most organised pupils ask their parents to help them pack 
their bags each evening, using the Pupil Planner to decide which books, 
homework and equipment will be needed for the following day.

LOwer schOOL  
weekLY awards

great Merit awards

Year 7: FLOra Menneer

Year 8: daisY YeLLup

Year 9: suLa heseLtine

great character awards

Year 7: edward hudsOn

Year 8: ethan brOwn

Year 9: Max brOwn 

great vaLue awards

Year 7: FeLix JOnes

Year 8: LiLY FOster

Year 9: chLOe LawsOn

FOrM OF the week award

Year 7: 7ecr

Year 8: 8kMc

Year 9: 9hLr

LOwer schOOL

Mr l sloMan
Head oF loWer scHool

Mr Sloman Writes:
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Today, children rely on modern communication technology 
such as the Internet, smartphones and social networking 
as part of their daily lives. Technology moves very fast and 

it is difficult to keep up with what children are using or to even 
understand it. We have all heard of stories involving young people 
online, particularly through the use of social networking sites. 
On Wednesday 6th February, I will be holding an information 
evening for Year 7 parents around the topic of E-Safety, to allow 
discussions, learning about what children are currently using and 

how to ensure that we are protecting children from online risks and dangers. 
The evening will focus on simple things we can all do to protect young people 
and look at ways we can support them as they gain in emotional maturity to 
deal with online activity.

Of course, the internet can also be a fantastic resource and allow young people 
to connect, communicate and be creative in a number of different ways, on a 
range of devices. This morning we have launched a competition for Year 11 
pupils and are challenging them to use GCSEPod on a regular basis for the next 
month, earning points along the way to be in with a chance of winning prizes.  
GCSEPod is a resource which embraces the technology factor and allows 
pupils to access short 3-5 minute long videos about different topics within 
their subject areas. Your child will be able to create playlists for their different 
subjects and staff will have the facility to set them questions to assess their 
understanding. This also means that there is plenty that pupils can be doing 
to support their learning in the classroom and we can reward them for their 
efforts.  There is lots of information to be found to support parents at www.
gcsepod.com/parents.

 

 [:joselyn.sharp@eastriding.gcsx.
gov.uk]
 [:joselyn.sharp@eastriding.gcsx.
gov.uk]
 [:joselyn.sharp@eastriding.gcsx.
gov.uk]

keY dates

spring terM 2019
7th January - 14th February

25th February - 5th april

suMMer terM 
2019

23rd april - 24th may

3rd June - 19th July

staFF training 
daYs

15th February 2019
22nd July 2019
23rd July 2019

Ms a longstaFF
Head oF upper scHool

upper schOOL Mrs Longstaff Writes:
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Year 9 OptiOns evening - inFOrMatiOn FOr parents & carers

Year 9 pupils begin the exciting process of choosing their options in the coming weeks.  In many ways this process has 
already begun; pupils studied different career routes in their STARS lessons before Christmas and spent time thinking 
about the sort of courses they can choose at GCSE and beyond. I know that some Year 9 pupils have also attended the 
careers talks that have taken place at school lunchtimes.  In addition, year group assemblies have seen different Heads of 
Departments talking about their subjects and giving an insight into what it might be like to study these at GCSE. 

Our Upper School prospectus will be issued to pupils prior to the Options Evening and this covers the full breadth of 
subjects available.  They are able to pick three courses to study alongside their core subjects and we are pleased to be 
able to offer an extended selection of courses this year.  I am sure you are aware that Woldgate School became part of 
the Peter Jones Foundation this year and it is with great pleasure that we will be able to offer a high quality vocational 
Business and Enterprise qualification through the Peter Jones Academy network.  Our Business Studies students at Sixth 
Form have already won two national enterprise competitions in this academic year alone and we aim to build on this 
success while nurturing the young entrepreneurs and innovators of the future.  We are also happy to be able to offer a 
vocational qualification in Sport alongside GCSE Sports Studies for pupils. Sport is a key part of our ethos at Woldgate and 
it is a pleasure to be able to extend our provision for this further.

We will also be offering a wide selection of GCSE subjects in technology, the arts, and humanities. There has also been 
increasing interest amongst pupils around the possibility of taking the English Baccalaureate, which includes taking a 
humanities subject and a modern foreign language alongside any other subject. Triple Science, which grants pupils the 
opportunity to take three Science GCSEs instead of two, is also very popular each year at Woldgate.  This is an exciting 
time with so many decisions to be made.

To further assist your child in making their choice, we are looking forward to welcoming you to our Options Evening on 
the 7th of February.  As this is staffed with representatives from each subject area, it gives you the opportunity to speak 
to staff and ask your own questions about the choices on offer, as well as learn about the topics they will learn in core 
subjects such as English and Maths.  The evening will start at 6:30pm and the first talk begins then. If you miss it, or if it is 
full, you can make use of the time to visit our different subject stands as these will be staffed from the beginning of the 
evening.  We will have a second talk at 7:10pm. 

We look forward to helping your child to take the first steps toward a prosperous future of their own choosing.

Mr Davies

Deputy Headteacher
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As our students are getting well and truly stuck in to their studies this half term, our Year 13 
students are now looking to secure their plans for the future. For students receiving university 
offers, it can be difficult to decide which university to select as firm choice, insurance choice, and 

which to decline. There are a number of different types of offers students may receive:

Conditional offer

These show the conditions students have to meet to get their place confirmed.

For most students, this means waiting for results day in summer to see if their exam results meet the conditions. They 
could be a combination of grades, scores or subjects.

A conditional offer might look something like this:

• A levels grade AAB with A in chemistry and at least two other sciences or mathematics

• 96 UCAS Tariff points including BTEC 18-unit Diploma Pass

• 128 UCAS Tariff points of which at least 64 must be obtained from 2 A levels or equivalent excluding General Studies. 
Equivalent qualifications can include GCE/VCE Single or Double Award, BTEC and OCR Nationals, Scottish Highers 
and Advanced Highers but do not include AS Awards and BTEC QCF Certificate

Unconditional offer

These mean students have already met the entry requirements, so the place is theirs if they want it! But first check 
the offer to see if there's anything else you need to do.

• Even though a student has already met the academic requirements, they might also need to get a DBS check, provide 
proof of their qualifications or meet some financial/medical requirements.

• By accepting an unconditional offer as their firm choice, students are committing to go to that university or college, 
so they can't make an insurance choice or be entered into Clearing.

For students with unconditional offers, although their university place won't be dependent on their grades, they 
will still have an impact on future employment. For example, graduate employers normally take A level and other 
qualifications into account when reviewing job applications.

Once your child has received all of their offers, they have until 1st May to reply.

If your child needs help deciding which offer to accept as their firm choice, they can speak to their tutors and to the 
Sixth Form pastoral staff for advice. Family and friends can also offer alternative perspectives students might not 
have considered, and reading blogs from current students already at their university choices can provide a valuable 
insight into what it’s like to be part of their student community.

https://www.ucas.com/connect/blogs

Mrs K laWson
Head oF sixtH ForM

sixth FOrM cOLLege Mrs Lawson Writes:



Mrs s geary
Head oF inclusion

This Sunday is Holocaust Memorial Day. 27th January marks the anniversary of the liberation of 
Auschwitz-Birkenau, the largest Nazi death camp. Each year we remember the six million Jews 
murdered during the Holocaust, the millions of people killed under Nazi Persecution and in 

subsequent genocides in Cambodia, Rwanda, Bosnia and Darfur.   HMD 2019 will include marking the 
25th anniversary of the Genocide in Rwanda, which began in April 1994 and the 40th anniversary of 
the end of the Genocide in Cambodia, which ended in 1979.  

In school, we will use assemblies and lessons to focus on the lives affected by prejudice and hatred.  The Holocaust 
threatened the fabric of civilisation, and genocide must still be resisted every day. The world our pupils are growing 
up in often feels fragile and vulnerable and we cannot be complacent. Holocaust Memorial Day is an opportunity 
to learn more about the past and take action to create a safer future, whilst honouring those whose lives were 
changed beyond recognition.

This year’s HMD theme is Torn From Home. ‘Home’ usually means a place of safety, comfort and security; we can all 
relate to how a loss of a home would be traumatic, especially if it was as a result of violence. 

Over many years, a number of pupils in Year 9 have had the opportunity to visit Beth Shalom Holocaust Centre and 
Museum as part of their Religious Studies’ lessons.  Through exhibitions, artefacts and guided visits they have learnt 
first-hand the horrors of those who can no longer speak for themselves.  

At Woldgate School, however, we have had the enormous privilege of hosting a 
visit each year from Mr Arek Hersh. At age 11, Arek Hersh was taken by Nazis to 
a small church in his hometown of Sieradz along with his family and members of 
the Jewish community. There, Arek was separated from his family and would never 
see them again. Arek survived his time in two ghettos and several Concentration 
Camps, before being liberated at age 16. Almost all of his family were murdered. 
Arek now shares his testimony with our pupils and does everything he can to counter 
assertions that the Holocaust was just a ‘detail of history’

Even though he is now getting older, we are so grateful in his generosity in spending 
time with our pupils, answering questions and sharing his painful experiences. 
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